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A little Swedish American Genealogist History
BY ELISABETH THORSELL
As a child I remember the mysterious
parcels that came in the mail from someone in the U.S., filled with interesting,
different things, maybe even candy or
chocolates. My father had been visiting
the cousins in the U.S. in 1946, and kept
writing to them for years. My own interest in them grew as well as my interest in
genealogy, and in 1978 I started to work
with Swedish-Americans, helping to find
their roots in Sweden and sometimes their
living relatíves. In the early 1980s I made
the acquaintance of a nice elderly gentleman, Nils William Olsson (NWO), and
his wife, Dagmar, on one of their many
visits to Sweden.
I knew by then that NWO was the
founder and editor of SAG, and soon
became a subscriber.
NWO had founded SAG in 1981, and
in the first issue (1981/1) he describes
why:
“The publication of a new genealogical
journal may seem quite superfluous at a
time when many such journals seem to be
as ephemeral as the life of a dragonfly.
Despite the heavy odds which seem to
marshall against an undertaking of this
kind, the editor has sensed for some time
the need for a special forum, beamed at
Swedish America. Other ethnic groups
have for some time presented genealogical journals.... Though the Swedish
Americans have been slow to follow suit,
they have on the other hand for more than
thirty years proved through the pages of
The Swedish Pioneer Historical Quarterly that a journal devoted to Swedish immigrant research is not only possible, but
also highly successful. It is therefore the
aim of SAG to be a forum in which readers
will find inspiration, assistance, and
enthusiasm in furthering their own genealogical studies.”(SAG 1981/1).
Soon the Olssons became myand my
husband’s good friends, and NWO and I
kept the e-mails coming and going right
up to the time he left us all.

In 1991 I wrote my first article for
SAG about the Nathurst brothers in America, immigrants in the early 1800s from
my mother’s family.
NWO stepped down as the SAG editor
at the end of 1997, and the new editor was
James E. (Fritz) Erickson of Edina, MN.
Fritz served as the editor until 2003, and
was followed by Harold (Hal) Bern of
Longview, WA, who unfortunately had to
resign the same year for health reasons.
Next I got the invitation and accepted
to be the new editor from issue 2004/1.
SAG was then in an older format,
(small & yellow) and I wanted to change
it to a larger format to be able to have
more pictures and flexibility in the journal. Before doing the change I asked NWO
if he agreed? As he had been a subscriber
to the Swedish Forum, where I had been
the editor, he had some idea what I could
do with SAG, and gave me the go ahead.
However, I was worried about the language, as I am not a native English-writer,
but luckily enough NWO’s son Christopher Olsson offered his proof-reading
services to me, and has been a big help
during the years. He is still invaluable to
me!

Nils William Olsson (1909 - 2007).

James E. (Fritz) Erickson
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Since then I have kept on working with
SAG and it has been a fun journey, and kind
SAG readers have kept sending me articles
and ideas.
One of my own ideas has been to try to
tell the readers what is happening in the
genealogical communities in Sweden, to
make it easier for them to start digging
for their Swedish roots.
I also think it is very important to tell
about new books on Swedish and SwedishAmerican lives and history!
Now I just want to wish the new editor
the best of luck with his new enterprise!
I look forward to seeing his first issues,
and to just become another SAG Reader.

Harold (Hal) Bern.

